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good sense thus avoids the necessity of torturing
the branches bending under the weight of the
absurd.

Let us be indulgent to the old prejudices or the
dying dogmas, and let us open our souls to the new
truths; let us be respectful to the religions which
are passing and place confidence in the religious-
ness which will some day replace these. The times
are close at hand when mankind, united in religi-
ousness, will draw from it reasons for peace and
happiness. For the dogmatic religions are dis-
integrating. To see how far they can go, it is
only necessary to observe the spirit of renewal by
which they are animated. The moral progress
must be discounted, not by unity of years, but
by unity of generations. When we think of the
aspirations which have stirred all the organised
denominations, since the first Congress of Religions,
we believe ourselves authorised to make the bold-
est conjectures. Yes, the religions are losing more
and more, along the path of their evolution, the
dogmas and the rites which keep them apart.
They are purifying and deifying themselves in
moving toward religiousness, the common domain
of all men who cannot and will not dispense with
questioning nature concerning those things upon
which science will probably never explain.